
DERANGED VISION 

Don DeLillo in Libra may have 
tackled JFK’s murder "less with 
the intention of bringing a solution 
to light . . ("Inventing Oswald," 
September 21), but the co-authors 
of the nonfiction novel 22 Fires 
(Bantam Books) went all out with 
an open mind to solve the mystery. 

Their conclusion, based on pre- 
viously suppressed and overlooked 
data, was that Lee Harvey Oswald 
was shooting — intentionally — at 
the first lady and killed the presi- 
dent by mistake. 

To hit the president, Oswald had 
to aim at Mrs. Kennedy, to JFK’s 
left. Did he want to kill her? Yes! 
During the interrogations, Oswald 
said he knew nothing about the 
shooting of the president. He 
didn’t know what had gone wrong. 

By shooting Jackie — the apo- 
theosis of the gender that was his 
tormentor — Oswald would be 
symbolically destroying his Jack- 
ie-adoring, estranged wife, who 
had been "driving him crazy." 
Killing Marina would not confer 
upon Oswald the immortality he 
was seeking. Marina, on learning 
that shots had been fired at the 
presidential motorcade from Os- 
wald’s place of work, asked imme- 
diately (according to her autobiog- 
raphy), "Is Jackie all right?” 

Believing the victim of a murder 
is perforce to have been the target 
is a reflection of what psycholo- 
gists call "set theory," In his de- 
ranged vision, Oswald must have 
seen the chance at one stroke to 
avenge both his personal and the 
collective suffering of male- kind, 
and give the world proof of his 
manhood. Oswald was a longtime 
woman-hater. 

Once one realizes the "incipient 
schizophrenic" was not shooting 
at the president (whom he ad- 
mired) and that the assassination 
was a horrendous mistake, every- 
thing falls into place. 
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